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Hebrews ii. 3. 0 
How SHALL WE ESCAPE IF WE NEGLECT $0 GREATS 
' SALVATION? 
Fi. "A 


HE perſons for whoſe converſion, ins" 
ſtruction and edification this epiſtle: 
was written, were Hebrews, the pok* 
terity of Abraham, - and the onl: 
church of God before the introduc 
tion of the goſpel _—_— ; 
Theſe Hebrews in the time of t 

Apoſtle Paul were diſtributed into three claſſes, al 
differing in their notions of the Chriſtian dofring® 
and worſhip. The firſt claſs conſiſted of thoſe whe 
had Biberedy received and embraced the goſpel. Theft 
were not diſpoſed to adulterate it with a mixture” of: 
Judaiſm, nor to reſtrain their liberty by the cumber=' 
ſome rites of Moſes. They believed that Jeſus of 
Nazareth was the true Meſſiah, and that by his ine! 
carnation, obedience, death, refurreQtion, aſcenſion t& 
heaven, and interceſſion with God, he had completely; 
fulfilled and aboliſhed the ſhadowy diſpenſation 3 ha 
introduced himſelf as the only righteouſneſs of Ge =Y 
and commenced a new and glorious era in the economy: 
of man's ſalvation. | 
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_ this important object, by in 


Wm 


The ſecond claſs of Hebrews was compoſed of thoſe 
who infilted on the neceſſity of Moſaic rites in conjunc- 


_ tion with a profeſſion of faith in Chriſt. "Theſe were of 


two forts. The firſt were thoſe who, not fully under. 
ſtanding the goſpel doQrine, continued the obſervance 
of their former inſtitutions, without ſeeking for - right- 
eouſneſs by them. The ſecond were thoſe who urged 
their obſervance as indiſpenſable for juſtification before 
God. 

The third general claſs were thoſe who perſiſted in 
their old church ſtate, rejecting the goſpel and Jeſus of 
Nazareth. A juſt view of theſe ſeveral clafles of He- 
brews, together with their peculiar opinions and attach- 
ments, is an indiſpenſable prerequiſite to the right un- 
derſtanding of this epiſtle. The great Apoſtle, anxious 
for the happineſs and ſalvation of his brethren, con- 


tends earneſtly and faithfully againſt their ignorance, 


animoſities and prejudice. He attempts to unite them 
all in the faith of the pure goſpel of Chriſt. To effe&t 

ſirudting and eſtabliſhing the 
doubtful, by confirming thoſe who had embraced the 
goſpel, and convincing thoſe who had rejected it, he 
commences the firſt chapter, by inſtituting a compariſon 
between the diſpenſation of the law and that of the goſ- 
pel. He points out the circumſtances in which they 
agree and in which they difter. They agree in one 
great point. God is the author of both. "They differ 


- as to the manner, the time, and the perſons in whom 


they were given. God in time paſt ſpake unto the fa- 
thers by the prophets. In theſe laſt days he hath ſpoken 
unto us by. his Son. If the Hebrews attended to the-in- 
ſtructions of -God becauſe they were delivered by the 
prophets; ought they not, on - their own principles, 
much more to attend to the inſtructions of God delver- 
ed by his Son, who was the brightneſs of his glory and 
the expreſs image of his perſon ? The Apoſtle, to give 
this argument the greateſt force, occupies the remaining 
part of the firſt chapter in deſcribing the exalted char» 
after of Chriſt, He is repreſented as being infinitely 
ſuperior 
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ſuperior to angels, on account of whoſe miniſtration un-L; 
der the law, the Hebrews gloried in that economy. *. 
Ought they not then much-more to glory in the econo- " 
my of man's ſalvation, where Chriſt himſelf is mediator, 
whom the angels themſelves are commanded to worſhip ? bo 
6 Therefore,” ſays Paul, * we ought to give the more ©; 
earneſt heed to the things which we have heard, leſt at - : 
any time we ſhould let them ſlip.” - This inference won! | 
urges upon his brethren, by the conſideration, that even” 
under the law where the hght was dim, where no 
er beings ſpake than angels, every offence was {tri WS 
marked and puniſhed. How great then »mult/ be their *: 
guilt, and how unavoidable their puniſhment, ſhould they Y 
negle& the goſpel delivered by ho Lord himdelf?” No 
wonder the Apoſtle exclaimed, « How ſhall we eſcape if - 
we neglect ſo gms ſalvation. 7 ; 


In explaining theſe words, I ſhall ; 
I. Firſt, Show why the goſpel is ff5led falration.”  *: 
II. Secondly, Why it is ſtyled a great ſalvation. 


HT. . Thirdly, The unavoidable deſtruQtion of thoſe _ 
who neglect this ſalvation. . 


A few obſervations ſhall cloſe the ſubje&. 


I. Firſt, I am to ſhow why the goſpel is ſtyled falva- L 

tion, Several reaſons occur; | the more immediate of ©. 
which is, the contraſt made by the Apoſtle berween the _ 
law and the goſpel. The words of the law were ſted- 
faſt and immoveable, denouncing condemnation to the ; 
tranſgreſſor. The law therefore was the miniſtration of | 
death, even to thoſe Hebrews, who fo tenaciouſly ad- 
hered to its obſervance. The goſpel on the contrary 
was good news, the miniſtration of life, and its effe& de- 
liverance from ſin and the curſe of the law. On ac- © 
count therefore of the effe& of the goſpel in oppoſition 
to that of the law, the Apoſtle ſtyles the goſpel falva- + 
tion. 14 


2. Another. if 
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2. Another reaſon why the golpel 48 {tyled- as in the 
text is, becauſe it alone reveals ſalvation. The law, it 
is/true, points out the attainment of falvation- by perfect 
obedience to its precepts. Paul fays the language of it 
is, The man that doth theſe things ſhall live in then? 
He at the fame time declares, that by the deeds of the 
law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified. "Phe law therefore, fo far 
from revealing to man. falvation in'his preſent fate, re- 
veals his' condemnation. - Paul writing to the Galatians 
points 'out the ſtate of men under the law, aud the man- 
ner in which they are affected by it. - Before faith came 
we were kept:under the law, ſhut up unto the faith that 
ſhould afterwards'be revealed ; wherefore the law, was 
our ſchool-maſter to bring us ng Chriſt, that we migit 
be-juſtified by faith. 
pan contend that the light of, nature 18 adequate to 
all the purpoſes of human inſtruction and happineſs. 
Of conſequence they rejet all ſupernatutal revelation, 
wReny in the form of law or goſpel, as totally unneee!- 

rats On this give me leave to obſerve, that" if the 

t. of nature were ſuſhcient, we have no reaſon tof be- 
Noe that God would give any other, for he does no- 
thing that is uſeleſs or unneceſſary. On the contrary, if 
the light of nature were not ſufficient, we have reaſon ts 
beheve, he would give more light, To aſcertain whether 
the light of nature is ſufficient, we muſt recur to fat and 
ience. The whole hiſtory of. the human race tel- 
tifies the aſſertion, that the light of nature is ſuf- 
ficient to guide men. to the true God and happineſs. 
For there never has exiſted a nation deſtitute of the reve- 
lation contained i in the Bible, that were no: idolaters, 
tribes who (if travellers may be credited) 
r. to have no notion of worſhipping any thing. 
ere then are the effets, which ought to have been 
roduced by this light, if it was ordained by God as a 
cient Pl tions Wh ? Why has it not direCted all eyes 
and all hearts to the great Jehovah ? Unaſhiſted by 
revelation, men fromthe foundation of the world have 
been ſtupid idolaters: Though the earth has ſmiled in 
beauty under their feet, and the heavens have rolled in 
majeſty 
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majeſty over their heads, yet they have remained in .. 
« the region and ſhadow of death.” Some of the an- :: 
cient heathen philoſyphers appear to have believed in ;:. 
the exiſtence of a ſupreme God. Their opinions con» |: ? 
cerning him, however, were ſo various, contradictory, ':. 
and frequently abſurd, that we cannot affirm that they : 
were acquainted with the true God. By the light” of *?, 
nature they could aſcertain with no preciſion his moral... 

rfe&tions, 'and of conſequence muſt have remained in_ | - 
doubt reſpeQting the nature of acceptable worſhip. $So- | - 
crates, the greateſt in all heathen antiquity, contefles his =. - 
ignorance when he ſays, © It is abſolutely neceſſary that = 
we wait with patience till ſuch time as we can learn cer «+ 
tainly how we ought to behaye ourſelves toth towards 
God and. towards men.”” 'The light of nature leaves us *« 
in perfect uncertainty, whether God can or will pardon. 
ſin, © This light therefore is deficient in the moſt effential 
and important point reſpeCting ſinful beings, for to theme + 
nothing'can be ſo intereſting as to know whether God' x: 
will pardon fin and beſtow falvation. To the goſpet  :. 
therefore we are wholly indebted for our knowledge of . Y 
thoſe attributes of God [and thofe determinations of his = 
will, with which our happineſs and eternal life are con. + 
neQed.” This train of reaſoning correſponds with the ,** 
uniform language of ſcripture. Paul declares that the -: 
goſpel is the power of God and the wiſdom of God, un-* * 
to ſalvation, Rom. i. 16, In the goſpel © the grace of |. 
God is manifeſted, that"bringeth falyation.” "Tit. it. 11, «©. 
The goſpel is good news, glad tidings, a declaration of * ; 
pardon to the guilty immediately from God, known to 
him only, depending on his ſovereign pleaſure, infinite- **: 
ly above the thoughts of men and angels. The mani-/ &- 
: : 


» 


> . * 
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ſtation of grace in the ſalvation of men was determined* \,* 
in the everlaſting council of God, * Who,” ſays an apoſ-+ 
tle, © hath ſaved us, and called us with an holy calling,” £ 
not according to our works, but according to- his owe” +: 7; 
purpoſe and grace which was given us in Chirlt Jeſus be» 
tore the world began.” Thus the goſpel is with proprie- E 
ty ſtyled ſalvation, becauſe that alone reveals it. WI, 

"I ot 3. ; Another 
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3+: Angther. reaſon, why, the goſpel is ſtyled falyation. 
is, becauſe the goſpel applies ſalvation, and 18 og og 
all thoſe who believe. Theſe afler- 


the deliverance ofe 
tions are manifeſt in the following things. 
1. In regeneration and ſanQtification, 


Theſe are the firſt a&ts in which divine power ener-, 


gizes in the heart, delivering it from the reigning and 
condemning power of ſin. The word vf God is like a 


hammer and fire to break the rock in pieces. The na-. 


tural ſtate of man is ſuch, that a moral change in his 
will and affeQtions is. eſſential to qualify him for the en- 


joyment of God and heaven, The ſcriptures uniforms: 
ly repreſent the unregenerate as totally alienated from, 
124 ſpiritual and holy. Their Hr adverſary blinds. 
them through. the deceitfulneſs . of fin,. and, ſoliciting. 


L 


their affeQons by all, the arts and allurements of tempta» 


tion, involves, them in. guilt and expoſes them to. ruin, 


Their. carnal minds; are © enmity. againſt God.” . 
ſach a ſtate, and poſſeſſed of ſuch a 
ſible that heaven ſhould; afford: them happineſs ? 


They. muſt. be reconciled tor God and ſaved from, fin 


Theſe are effefted by.the word of divine truth applied 


by the Holy Spirit. Thus, ſays the Apoſtle Peter, © Be., 


poſition, is it poſs 
fa 


ing born. again, not of corruptible ſeed, but of incornuptie.. 
ble, by, the, word of God "hick. liveth and abideth. tors. 


- » 


ever.” 1 Pet. 1. 23. Hence it appears that the: word 
of God, becomes a hving principle in; the hearts of be. 


levers. The word is beautifully compared to ſeed which: 
of life. When 


contains in. itſelf a principle caſt into the: 


earth, nouriſhed: by the ſun.and rain, it. expands, ſhoots 
bears fruit, and rejoices, 


ES: heart. A Sora of God: does not 
return. unto. him yaid,; but accompliſhes that whereunto 
he ſends it. h Hence divine truth, conſidered as a living 
abiding principle in the bears, js ſtyled the « ingrafted 
word,” Chriſt Huſtrated the ſame. idea when he aig, 
« Whoſoever {hall drink of the water that I ſhall give him. 


ſhall never, thirlt, but the water chat 1 ſhall give hin 


ſhall be in him a well of wate yi ging up into eyer- 
laſting, life.” Paul to the Corine 1ans ſhi he had be- 
ons. gotten 


, 


Fotten "them through "the goſpel.”  San&ificat 
properly the continuance and increaſe of regeneratie 
-and is effefted by the fame 'means. Thus Tays Chi#; 
praying for lis difciples, < SanAQify them through t 
truth; rhy 'word is truth.” Thus the goſpel appl 


S - 
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| Halyation in regeneration and fanCtification. 0 
| 2, In the next place, it applies it in quſtification. - 


Is not only neceffary that men ſhould be fanified by: 
fore they can enjoy n, but that they ſhould be ef. 
empted from condemnation. As all have incurred th 
penalty of the. law, it becomes an intereſting inquir?> 
Low the divine perfettions will harmonize in the exrexfl 
fion of pardon. God will never exert one of theſe x 
the infringement of another. If God has mercy, he 2 
the fame time has juſtice; This juſtice he bas inanifeſt«# 
in the law, and has exprefled his determination to ſupg 
Ort it. It may then'be aſked, If God, inftead of in 
icing the threatened penalty, forgive the tranſgreffo® . 
will he not render his hatred of fin ſulpe&ted? Will 1s 
not appear: to coincide with the tranfgreffor in contravers 
vg the authority of the law ? Theſe conf: woul 
re ult, were paroibetirie without refpet to. the law 
God never. can do any thing which will lower his at: ? 
tachment to his law,'or &minifh his hatred of fin in the; 
| eyes of his creatures. According to the goſpet ſcheme; 
ro” Las not interfere with juſtice ; nor can it, fince 
he who receives pardon receives it in ſuch a way, tha@;, 
he entertains as ſtrong a convition of the divine dif. * 
pleaſure againſt fin, as he would were he doomed to en« * 
dure the Full punithment of” tranſgrefſion. The goſpel 
exhibits Chriſt in the charaQer of an obedient and fat: 
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neſs to every one that believerh.” Why to every one 
that believeth ? Becauſe he who believes acknowledges 
and realizes that he ought to ſuffer what Chriſt ſuffered, 
and to obey as Chriſt obeyed. Hence when pardon is 
experienced, the law is acknowledged to be holy, juſt, 
and good ; its authority is as fully eſtabliſhed as it could 
have been by the execution of its penalty, and obedient 
ſubjects are ſecured. Hence it appears, that in the par- 
don of {inners on account of. Chriſt, every end of the 
moſt perfe& moral government is anſwered. Hence 
God is juſt, though he juſtifies the ungodly. He is a 
juit God and yet a Saviour. On account of the perfe& 
conſiltency between juſtice and grace in the ſalvation 
of men by Jeſus Chriſt, his righteouſneſs is ſaid to be 
imputed unto them. That is, _ they are juſtified on ac- 
count of his righteouſneſs, with as much propriety as 
they would be, if that righteouſneſs were perſonally their 
own. All that the re&itude of the divine nature re- 
quires, is obtained and manifeſted. by the pardon and 
juſtification of ſinners on account of Chriſt. Hence 
they are ſaid to be © made the righteouſneſs of God in 
him.” Thus the righteouſneſs of God without the law 
is manifeſted, and thoſe to whom it is imputed are ad- 
judged to eternal life, and treated, as to the law, as if 
they had never ſinned. What a glorious ſcheme of fal- 
vation 1s this, which condemns fin, ſaves the ſinner, ſup- 
ports the divine law, and 
The penitent ſinner, beho 


lorifies the divine character ! 
ding the great deep of God's 

wiſdom and goodneſs breaking in Chriſt, with ec- 
| exclaims, £ O the }f the riches both of the. 
Sn or 

FA olpel alſo applies ſalvation in deliverance 
from evil a" 54 the helioidtine of eternal happinels. 

Thus the goſpel ſcheme appears complete, ſecuring 
every thing that can ſatisfy the defires of immoral ſpirits. 
It not only begins but it finiſhes falvation., -It pardons, 
Nh OPER: «5 juſtifies, and beſtows eternal life. 
is all true believers will ,joyfully realize at the, great 
day of judgment, when their divine Maſter ſhall addreſs 
them, '* Come, ye blefſed, of my Father, inherit the 
60” II PIR | " kingdom 


| a3 1 '4 
ne pt for you from the foundation of & 
orld.”” 7 E 


Thus it appears that the goſpel. is with propriety ity 
ſalvation, whether -we - conſider it in oppoſition to t& 
law, or as revealing and applying ſalvauon. [a 


II. I now proceed, ſecondly, To ſhow why the golf: 
is ſtyled a great ſalvation. Among the various reaſor 
which might be adduced to illuſtrate this part of thy . 
fubjeQ, I ſhall mention the following only. 4 

1. This falyation will appear greatif we conſider t 
evil from which it delivers and the good which it be 
ſtows. All evil is compriſed in fin, its conſequences: 
and its puniſhment., Sin is a great evil with reipect £ 
its immediate , eſtects upon the ſoul. It. corrupts- thy 
affeQtions, alienates them from God, and renders then, 
averſe to things ſpiritual and divine. In fin originate 
all thoſe vile paſſions which degrade and diſhonour hu 
man nature. In the fame ſource ariſe, blindneſs of 
mind, ſelfiſhneſs, idolatry, fuperſtition and error. Thele; 
deform the noble workmanſhip of God, and rob it of 
all its . primeval glory. If to be formed in the image. 
of God; if to poilels retitude and holineſs ; if freely tag 
converſe with Heaven ; it to be exempt from toil, diſap-Z 
pointment, ſorrow, pain and death z if theſe were bleſs 
fings ; ſurely ſince fin deſpoils us of the whole, it muſt*: 
be an evil exceedingly great and alarming. Muſt not -< 
that then be a great ſalvation which diſenthralls us from | 
ſlavery, reſtores us to divine favour, and bleſſes us with '$ 
that peace which paſſeth all underſtanding ? The goſpel = 
* proclaims hberty to the captives, and the opening of 
the priſon to them who are bound.” Chriſt was** 

* called Jeſus, becauſe he ſhould fave his people from -- 
their ſins.” He begins the reign of his grace in their + 
hearts on earth, and will complete it in heaven. ;* 
The falvation of the goſpel is not only great as it deſtroys * 
the dominion of fin in the heart, but as it delivers from :,; 
oe us of ſin. 5 Ji puniſhment-is the curſe of 


the law, which undoubte y. compriſes endleſs miſery. + 
From this all thoſe who believe will be faved. For &% 
«© Chriſt v 

bY 

of, 


14 | 
* Chriſt was made unter the law, that he might redeem 

them from its curſe,” He is to them * the end 'of the 

law for righteouſneſs,” < There is no condemnation to 

them who are in Chrift Jeſus.” Will they 'not then 
conſider that as a great falvation which delivers them, 

from condemnation, from endleſs, inexpreſlible wo ? 

God forbid that they ſhould ever ceaſe to rejoice i in it, 

and to adore the exceeding riches of divine grace ! But 

the ſalvation of the goſpel does not leave its ſubje&s in 

a ſtate of mere xempuon from miſery ; it beſtows wa 

them. poſitive endleſs ppineſs. If that can be a great 

Galvation which reſtores man from the. greateſt evil, | 
and con on him the gh good ; "Ke 2 | 
him with the en ent of So Chiiſt, w | 
ſociety of all bets s, and ſecures all theſe to. him, | 
EY he the iniza e range of eternity, the goſpel 


. th This falvation wil will appear © ant if we conſider the 
means by which it is accompliſhe Theſe are the fol. 
YP,. 


The incarnation. of Chriſt. "This was a wonder- 
ful inſtance of divine wiſdom and love. This was the. 
Ape a myſtery into which the angels. defired to look. |, 

rd was made fleſh and dwelt among us, full of ' 

e and truth. Though he was rich, yet for. our ſakes, 
became came. poor, that we through his poverty might be 
made rich. Bur why was it necefſary that the. eternal. 
Son of God ſhould n; Fobpe our nature to effe& our ſalva- 
{100 7 Pi was not an angel commiſſioned bn. this bu- 
fineſs ? Becauſe no finite being - * en ſufficient digni- 

ty, or compriſed in its nature a ſufficient quantity of ex- 
iſtence, to render that obedience and endure that ſuffer- 


ing which were neceflary to ive ſuch a clear. manifeſta. F- 
tion of God's ade to. p: is. law, and of his aver- * 
ſion to "fin, 2 t e exerciſe | of mm $: 
fiſtent. Ast 


divine law, it was I 
be ETD in 1% TE 
cidence with the law. | this wa 
give & moſt convincing RT 0 the a of " 
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law, and in conſequence of . his. infinite dignity would 
eſtabliſh the law forever, as a ſtandard of obedience. 
Beſides, the aſſumption of the human nature, into union 
with the divine, was a moſt unequivocal pledge'of Golly 
love and grace and has left all ſinners us excuſe *.; 

who do not obey the goſpel. God in the human nature, 

aſlumed, has familiarized himſelf to his creatures ; and ; B 
enco them to approach. him. God was in Chriſt |: 


reconciling the world unto himſelf, not .imputing their o 


treſpaſſes unto them. © Foralmuch as the children; 
were partakers of fleſh and blood, he likewiſe alſo him- 
ſelf took part of the ſame.” < He took not on him, the 
nature of angels, but the ſeed of Abraham,”” 
2+ In the obedience of Chriſt. Chriſt not only af- 
ſumed the human nature, but he aſſumed it under the 
law. This it was neceſſary he ſhould do in order to ef-/ 
fe& man's redemption. Becauſe man was. not only, un- 
der the condemning but obligatory power of the law. 
This Chriſt came not to deſtroy. but to. fulfil. . But how 
could it be fulfilled unleſs the 6 (hg it required were 
rendered ? Chriſt, < Though he were a ſon, yet learned 
he obedience.” It is commanded by. ſome that: Chriſt was 
not made under the moral law, but under the law. of re- 
demption. This law of redemption is explained to mean 
the condition of the mediatory work: aſſigned by the 
Father. If ſo, this law of redemption is the ſame as the 
covenant of grace, which included Chriſt's obedience to 
the, moral law. Paul writing, to. the Galatians ſays, 
<« God ſent forth his Son, made of a woman, made-under 
the law, to redeem them that were under the. law.” 
And: alſo, <* Chriſt. hath redeemed us from the. curſe of 
the law, being made a curſe for us.” We were under 
the curſe of no. law, except that of the moral law, and 
yet: the ſcriptures aſſure us, that Chriſt was made/ under: 
this, that. he. might redeem. us; from it. - When we 
conſider the great. difficulties, dangers and temptations 
to. be encountered by the Saviour. in the courſe of: his 
humiliation. and obedience, and when we conſider that 
12 all. he gloriouſly triumphed. we are compelled to ac- 
knowledge, 
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knowledge, that the falyation which he effefted was ex- 


cebillkigny great, 
"3. Another mean ws which this falration” was ac- 
compliſhed*was the ſufferings of Chriſt.” -In his obedi-” 


ence he had not entered on the moſt arduous part of the 
work aſſigned him by his Father, for the accompliſh-' 


' ment of man's falyation. It was not only adainy that 


he ſhould become human, that' he ſhould obey the law, 
but that he ſhould endure its penalty. Without this, 
the law could not be fulfilled nor its curſe 'removed, 'fo 
as to render the tranſgrefſor's deliverance poſlible. *< Ir” 
was effential to a contiſtent exerciſe of pardon, that in 
ſome viſible exprefſion God's real di | __ towards fin- 
ners ſhould be manifeſted as clearly, and fl dog 
cally, as it would be1 wp the execution of Sr alty of the 
law on the tranſgrefior. "This tion, Leng brought - 
into view 1n ſome ſenſible manteſarjon; vindicates God's | 
charaQer from all ſuſpicion, and fully 'difcovers his at- 
tachment to the rights of his goverment the dignity 
of his juſtice and the truth of his law.” Hence it is 
faid in the ſcriptures, © It became Him for whom are all” 
things and by whom are all things, in brinz many” 
ſons unto glory, to make the Captain of their ſalvation” 
perfeCt throug ' ſufferings. '? Theſe ſufferings were 10 
exceedingly dreadful, that the Saviour in' the view of 
them'cried out, * If it be poſlible, let this cup paſs from 
me | 192 
4- But in ſuffering'and dying, Jehas had not com- 
pleted this great ſalvation, it was neceſſary that he ſhould 
riſe from the dead. In doing this he obtained a com- 
plete vitory over death and the grave. © God raifed 
him vp, having looſed the pains of death.” Chriſt by ' 
his reſurre&tion completed the great plan of redemption, 
« aboliſhed death, and brought life and immortality to 
light,” From this conſideration ariſes our only hope 
don and acceptance with God : for, ſays Paul, 
hs wo pe riſt be not raiſed, your faith is vain; ye are Bon 
in your fins.” Thus it appears, from the conſidera n 
that God ſent his beloved Son into the world to be in-' 
veſted with our nature, to be made under the law, yu 
c 
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he might obey, ſuſfer and die, and riſe and-aſcend into 
heaven, that the ſalvation he effected muſt have been 
great beyond all conception. | 
5- This ſalvation appears great from the conſidera- 
tion, that it contains the higheſt diſplay of divine-wiſdom 
and goodneſs. 
en.man- had ſinned, there appeared a repugnancy 
between his ſalvation and the divine perfeCtions. _ The 
holineſs, juſtice, truth and goodneſs of God were all en- 
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gaged for the puniſhment. of tranſgreſſion. How ſhall +: 
theſe be preſerved and manifeſted, if the tranſgreſhon be *:* 
1 pardoned ? _ Docs it appear. conhiſtent, that God ſhould + 
form a rational being, give him. a la for the regulation 7 * 
| of his. conduct, annex a penalty to that law, threaten :: 
the, execution of its penalty in caſe of tranſgreſſion ; and *: 
when tranſgreſhon is committed, pardon it, reſtore the :-** 
tranſgreſſor to favour, and beitow. on him eternal life? «2; 
Where is the harmony of the divine condu&? Can an- +; 
| gels diſcover it ? Can they deviſe a way for man's de- ©; 
liverance ? Will they not at once perceive that it is of *5 
infinitely greater importance to preſerve the glory of -: 
the divine nature, than to fave ſinners ? They may weep #7 
for the fate of man, but they cannot retrieve it. Bend. 
ing from their bright abodes they exclaim, © O man! © 


how art. thou fallen ! Once innocent, now guilty ; once 
the lord of creation, now the priſoner of death ; fare- 
wel. Thy ſalvation ceaſes forever !”” But God, infinite 
in wiſdom, deviſed a ſcheme for the ſalvation of apoltate 
creatures, which, inſtead of obſcuring, diſplays the di- 
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; vin Get: Js this {ſcheme there is, according to the 
; (criptures, the higheſt diſplay of divine wiſdom. It is em- 


ically ſtyled © the wildom of God.”  <* In Chriſt, who 
2 life and ſoul of. the goſpel, are hidden all the 


tpicuouſly great, if we reflect that it was de- ? 

in eternity by God] imſelf as the greatelt of all ' 
vorks ; a work to which all others are but ſubordinate 
$,and f ihe C0! pletion of which they were all made, 
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good whic! it beſtows ; the means by which'it is accom- 
pliſhed 3 or the diſplay which it contains of divine wif- 
dom and goodnels. . w—" | | 


"HE. T now proceed to ſhow the unavoidable deſtruc- 
tion of thoſe who negled this ſalvation. This the apoſtle 
more immediately infers from the greatneſs of the ſalva- 
tion neglefed. © How ſhalt we eſcape if we negle& ſo 
creat ſalvation ?”* To illuſtrate the propoſition now be- 
fore us, let us attend-to'the following things. 

1. The deſtruQtion or* endleſs puniſhment of thoſe 
who negle& the falvation of the goſpel, will be unavoid- 
able, becauſe it will be juſt 'and reaſonable. | 

The ſcriptures repreſent men to be in a ftate of aliena- 
tion from God. They deſire not the knowledge of his 
ways, nor do they wiſh to ſubmit to his government. If 
they continue in this ſtate, their happineſs is utterly um- 
poſſible. They only are. the loſers, by oppoſing God. 
He is all-ſufficient, independent, and pertealy happy 
without them. He is under ho obligation to effect their 
ſalvation, nor have they any reaſon to complain ſhould he 
leave them to © reap the fruit of their doings.” But 
God, fo far from doing this, makes to them overtures 
of ſalvation. He propoſes to them 2 treaty of peace and 
reconciliation. © God was in Chriſt, reconciling, the 
world unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes. unto 
them ; and hath committed unto. us the word of recon- 
ciliation.” Now then we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt; as 
though God did befeech you by us ;- we pray you, in 

Chrifi's ſtead, be ye reconcile 16 GX” This t e ſelf- 
moving love of the infinite Jehovah propoſes to-ſinners 
a ſcheme for their reconciliation and happineſs. God 


ſo loved the world, that he pare hit only. 1 >votten Son, 
that whoſoever believeth in hir 


m ſhould not per 
have everlaſting life.” If ſinners.t en fligh oppo 
deſpiſe the love of God, will. not their deſtruE 
reaſonable and juſt ? May it not-with propriety be 
to them, ©** Behold, ye deſpiſers, and: /onder an i 
Shall the eternal Son of God lay 3 | 

he had before the world was ?” Shall 


OI: 
he deſcend to our 
dark, 


9 


dark, ſinful, rebellious world ? Shall he deſcend ſo low 1 


as to aſſume our nature ? Shall he put himſelf under the 
law by which we were condemned ? Shall he become a 
an of ſorrows and acquainted with grief? Shall he be 
perſecuted and deſpiſed ? Shall he be lifted from the 
earth, 'agonize and die upon the croſs ? Shall he, in this 
awful ituation, pray for his enemies ? Shall he be buried? 
Shall he rife from the 'dead and aſcend into. heaven, 
pleading for ſinners by his wounded hands. and pierced 


fide £' Tn addition to all theſe, ſhall he invite ſinners by the + 


miniſters of his word ? Shall he admoniſh them by his 
Spirit and providence ? 'Shall the Son of God do all theſe 
things for them ?' AnJ can they, if tley negle& him, 
expe "to elcape ? How perfealy juſt will be their 
deſtruftian ! 

2. Their deſtrution will be unavoidable, becauſe 


they reje& the only thing that can fave them. It has - 


been ſhown 18 the firſt part of this diſcourſe, that men 
cannot obtain falvation by. the law. It has. alſo been 
ſhown that the light of nature's utterly inſulticient for this 
purpoſe. Univerſal experience evinces, that no merely 
buman-exertions can deſtroy the reigning power of ſin. 
God in his infinite mercy has ſent his only Son - to. re- 
deem and faye his creature man, In this God has dif- 
played the triumphs. of his wildom. © For aiter that, in 
the wiſdom of ' God, 'the world by wiſdom Knew not 
God, it. pleaſed God, by the fooliſhneſs of preaching, to 
faye-them that believe.””” "The preaching of the crols is 
the, great mean ordained by Heaven, for the falvation 
of mortals.” © There is none other name than that of 
Jeſus, given under heaven among men, whereby we mull 
be faved.”* © He is. the way, the truth and. the life.” 
« No man can come” unto the Father but by him,” 
«He is the only Mediator. between God and men.” 


Without his interpoſition, . mercy would have reſted 


eternally in the boſom of God, with reſpe& to men, as 
well as'with reſpect to apoſtate angels. For. theſe, no 
remedy was provided, no fountain of grace was opened. 
« Fot Chriſt took not on him the nature of angels, but 
the ſeed of Abraham,”* Tf then ſinners will neglect this 
| | _ diſtinguiſhing 
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diſtinguiſhing neſs of God ; if they will refuſe to 
Sy Rn oh of his grace in Chriſt, _ 
only they are. to be found, how can they eſcape ? Their 
deſtruction” follows as a neceffary conſequence of their 
own conduct. They not only fin againſt, the. law,: but 
againſt the goſpel. Their guilt is aggravated by a con- 
fideration of the ſuperabounding grace « Ntained in, the 


oſpel which they negle&. © There remaineth no.more 
Ficrifice for their ſins, but, a certain fearful loo {ge 
of judgment and fiery POIRn which ſhall devour the 
adverlaries.” © He that deſpiſed Moles” law, died with- 


out mercy.' Of how much ſorer paaenetappaſe e, 
o. hath trodden under 


ſhall he be thought worthy, w 
foot the Son of God ?” RF,” 
3: The deſtruCtion of. thoſe who nregleR. the golpe! 
will be unavoidable, becauſe God hath declared it. . Had 
the ſcriptures given. us .no farther information concern- 
ing the deſtruQtion of thoſe who negle& the golpel, 
than that it would be jult and right, we could not with 
abſolute certainty infer that it would take place,.  Be- 
cauſe many things concerning finners may be right and 
juſt, which God will not 6 Jam It is right - and juſt 
that all men without exception, as to their own perſonal 
demerit, ſhould be deſtroyed, or. ſhould endure the pen- 
alty of the law ; but this will not be the caſe ; for the 
ſcripture declares, © He that believeth ſhall be ſaved,” 
It does not however follow, that there is any diiregard 
to juſtice in ſaving thoſe who believe. Neither on the 
other hand is there any diſregard to mercy in deſtroyi 
thoſe who diſbelieve. Their deſtruftion could not wi 
abſolute certainty be inferred from his juſtice. _ But in 
an affair of ſuch yalt importance, God has not left us in 
uncertainty, but has given us the moſt clear and une- 
quivocal information, * He that believeth not on the 
Son Tthall not fee life, but the wrath of,God abideth-on 
him.” © Theſe ſhall go away into. everlaſting punuſh- 
ment.”” '** "Who ſhall be puniſhed with eyerla ing de- 
ſtruction from the preſence of the Lord and from, the 
glory of his power.” . Paſſages to the Tame.import,, are 
r00 /numerous'tb be here mentioned. Were there none 
EY" but 
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but theſe, there would be ample reaſon for the ſolicitxy 
and important inquiry in the text—** How ſhall wes 
cape if we neglect ſo great ſalvation *” 285 


Having explained the feveral things propoſed, I ſh-4l 
clole the ſubject by obſerving ; 2 11> 224 

1. Firſt, Since the goſpel is ſuch, that it alone revea% 
and applies ſalvation, and is eftectual to our; deliveraty i 
from all evil and beſtows all good ; we ought:to adn +. - 
the infinite grace of Jehovah. This grace brings. { \Iy 
yon which delivers us from eternal ruin... In this. fals”.. 
tion are. the riches of God's grace, the treaſures of kg 
wiſdom, and the greatneſs of his power... It:we has 
been brought by the Holy Spirit te know and enjoy: t-1 
ſalvation, let us.continue to. rejoice-1n it, purifying: of - > 
ſelves from all, iniquity, and devoting ourſelves to ih 2 
who died tor us, and waſhed us from our fins in. his of 3 
blood. _ Let us remember that he ever liveth, to-mq 3} 
interceſion for us.3, that he will ſoon appear the ſeca. 
time without ſin unto falvation. "Then the vicifhtus 
of time will ceaſe to diſturb us ; the great adverſary 
our ſouls will be bound forever ; all tears ſhall be wip 


from every eye, we ſhall be wholly delivered from 8. 


bondage of corruption, be received into glory, foret } 
to ſolace ourſelves in the enjoyment of GOD. 4 
2. Secondly, Since thoſe who negleC the goſpel ni - 


lect the greateſt good and incur the greateſt: evil, m |} | 
ought above all things to be ſolicitous about their teh | Is. 


tion. © To neglect the goſpel, is to negle& God himlſeh 3 
to abuſe his mercy, and atfront his juſtice. In orderig 
avoid the imputation of negleCting the goſpel, it is i 
enough, that you read the ſcriptures, that you atticys 
the preached word, and perform a regular courſe of 
ligious duties ; you muſt ſincerely embrace and love \ 
Lord Jeſus. You muſt receive him as a Prophet to £*- 
ſtruct you, as a Prieſt to expiate your guilt, and a&A 
King to govern you. If you negle& the goſpel, ym 
neglect the only thing that can ſave you. If you neglF; 


Oo 


us, you neglect hiaz who has the power of death ape 
life, He will not always ſet on the mediatorial thronl; 
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he will not always invite you by his mercy and admoniſh 
you by hjs Spirit. If you negle@ him, if you remain im- 
penitent, he will execute upon you the righteous indig- 
nation of Jehovah. How dreadful 'muſt be your fitua- 
ton : How will you eſcape, when the Lord Jeſus ſhall 
be revealed from heaven, in flaming fire, taking ven- 
geance on them that know . not God and obey not the 
golpet ? "That Jeſus, whom you now deſpiſe, will then 
be honoured ; that Jeſus, who was once crowned with 
thorns, will then be crowned with glory ; that Jeſus, 
who was once drefſed in a robe of derifion, will then 
be inveſted with all the ſplendors of Omnipotence. He 
who was arraigned at the bar of Pilate, will then be ex- 
alted/on the throne of heaven. How then can you neg- 
te& him, and expe& to eſcape with impunity ? Deſpile 
not the overtures of his mercy, negie& not his great 
falration, but embrace it, that he who will be your final 
Jadge may be your friend, and receive you into his. 
cverlaſfing kingdom. May God grant that this may be 
the” happy lot of us all, through JESUS our LORD: 
Amen. 
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